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State Reading Results 
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Overall each subgroup made progress 



State Writing Results 
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Overall each subgroup made progress 



All English Results 
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School Profiles 
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On-Time Graduation Rate 
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2016-2017 Grade 3 Reading Statewide Results 
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A=21 
P=54 

A=17 
P=59 

A=19 
P=56 



2016-2017 Grade 5 Reading Statewide Results 
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A=24 
P=55 

A=26 
P=55 

A=26 
P=56 



2016-2017 Grade 8 Reading Statewide Results 
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A=11 
P-64 A=14 

P=62 
A=16 
P=60 



2016-2017 EOC Reading Statewide Results 
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A=9 
P=80 

A=9 
P=80 
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P=79 



2016-2017 Grade 8 Writing Statewide Results 
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A=20 
P=50 

A=19 
P=52 A=23 

P=50 



2016-2017 EOC Writing Statewide Results 
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A=23 
P=60 A=24 

P=60 
A=27 
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2017 English 
Curriculum 
Framework  

•  Item P at September 28 
Board of Education Meeting 

•  Boilerplate outlines policy 
and changes made to the 
document 

•  2017 Curriculum Framework 
is Attachment A 

•  Changes are in RED 
 
•  Deletions are single 

strikethrough 
 
•  Entire First Column has 

been deleted 
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Curriculum Framework Review Timeline 

•  CF went to the BOE for First Review 
September 28, 2017  

•  Public Mailbox is opened for 30-day 
public comment on Proposed English CF 

•  EnglishCF2017@doe.virginia.gov  
•  CF goes to BOE for Final Review and 

adoption November 16, 2017 
•  Implementation schedule published 

following CF approval 



Summary of Changes in the 
 2017 English Standards of Learning 

•  Introduction of reflective writing in grades 
6-12 

•  Expansion of skills for collaboration, 
consensus-building, team-building, and 
working toward common goals 

•  Creation of standards in reading requiring 
comparing/contrasting details in literary and 
informational nonfiction texts 

•  Expansion of requirements for nonfiction/
informational/technical reading in grades 4-12 



Summary of Changes in the 
 2017 English Standards of Learning 

•  Clarification of main idea and theme in 
K-5 

•  Students will now identify theme in 
fictional texts and poetry only.  Theme 
will not be used with nonfiction. 

•  Students will continue to identify main 
idea in nonfiction 



Summary of Changes in the 
 2017 English Standards of Learning 

•  Creation of a Research Strand in K-3 to focus 
on the early stages of research  

•  Deeper focus on elements and characteristics of 
fictional text and poetry in K-5 

•  Literary (narrative) nonfiction classified under 
fiction strand K-12. Previously under nonfiction 
in K-3 
  



Summary of Changes in the 
 2017 English Standards of Learning 

•  Reorganization of important phonological 
and phonemic awareness skills formerly 
under an Oral Language Strand (K-2) 

 

•  Reading Strand: 
•  Identify and produce rhymes; manipulate 

syllables; identify shared beginning or 
ending sounds; blend and segment 
individual phonemes 



Summary of Changes in the 
 2017 English Standards of Learning 

•  Phonological and phonemic awareness skills 
provide the foundation for literacy  

 
•  Teachers must provide differentiated, systematic 

instruction in order for students to become 
successful decoders and fluent readers 

 
•  Students must have opportunities to practice 

orally manipulating rhymes, syllables, and 
phonemes 



Summary of Changes in the 
 2017 English Standards of Learning 

•  Emphasis on ethical use of the Internet when 
gathering & using information 

•  Introduction of a focus on a mode of writing at 
each grade level: 
•  6th- narrative & reflective 
•  7th & 8th – expository & persuasive 
•  9th & 10th – persuasive & analytical 
•  11th & 12th – persuasive & argumentative 



2017 Curriculum Framework 

•  Overview of strand on Strand Introduction page 

•  Teacher Notes appear on  Strand Introduction 
page 

•  Suggested Instructional Strategies and Best 
Practices are on Teacher Notes page 



2017 Curriculum Framework 



 
 2017 Curriculum Framework 
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2017 Curriculum Framework 
•  First column Understanding the Standard has 

been deleted and that information moved to 
introduction page 

•  CF Columns now Essential Understandings & 
Essential Skills, Knowledge, and Processes 

•  Please note VA has no reading list, so no text titles 
are included 

•  Types/genres of text are included (literary, 
informational, technical, etc.) 



Curriculum Framework (2010) 



 
 2017 Curriculum Framework 



 
 2017 Curriculum Framework 



Seamless 
Integration of  

English Strands 
 
Reading 
Writing 
Research 
Communication/ 
Multimodal 
Literacies 



•  Reading 
•  Specific vocabulary from authentic texts 
•  Both fiction & nonfiction text 
•  Text-rich environment with variety of text and media 
•  Student choice whenever possible 

•  Writing  
•  Writing as a process for a variety of authentic purposes 
•  Regular writing conferences 
•  Use of Writing Portfolios 

•  Research 
•  Ongoing and embedded in the learning process (when 

applicable) 

•  Communication/Multimodal Literacies 

Successful English Instruction  
Integrate the strands 



• Paired texts 
• Use of text-dependent questions 
• Use of inference questions 
• Use of text-based vocabulary 
• Writing components in every lesson 
• Frequent research components 

 

Successful English Instruction 
Best Practices 



Standards of Accreditation 
Updates 
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Proposed Changes to SOA 
•  BOE will vote to accept 

proposed changes on October 
26 

•  Profile of a Virginia Graduate 
•  "Verified unit of credit" or "verified credit" 

means credit awarded for a course in 
which a student earns a standard unit of 
credit and: (1) achieves a passing score 
on a corresponding end-of-course SOL 
test; or 
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Proposed Changes to SOA 
•  meets the criteria for the receipt of 

a verified credit for English 
(writing) by demonstrating mastery 
of the content of the associated 
course on an authentic 
performance assessment, as 
provided in 8VAC20-131-110 B 5.  

•  (For incoming freshman 2018-2019) 

34	



Proposed Changes to SOA 
•  Demonstration of the 5 Cs   
 
•  Students shall acquire and 

demonstrate foundational skills in 
critical thinking, creative thinking, 
collaboration, communication, and 
citizenship in accordance with the 
Profile of a Virginia Graduate approved 
by the board.   
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Resources 
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Emphasis on Nonfiction Reading 
Grade 5 

2010 English SOL	 2010 English SOL 
CAT	
	

Use word analysis strategies 
and word reference materials  

(8 items) 
 	

Use word analysis strategies 
and word reference materials  

(6 items) 
	

Demonstrate comprehension 
of fictional texts 

(15 items) 
 	

Demonstrate comprehension 
of fictional texts 

(11 items)	

Demonstrate comprehension 
of nonfiction texts  

(17 items)   
 	

Demonstrate comprehension 
of nonfiction texts  

(13 items)	



Emphasis on Nonfiction Reading 
Grades 6-8 

2010 English SOL	 2010 English SOL 
CAT	
	

Use word analysis strategies 
and word reference materials  

(8 items) 
 	

Use word analysis strategies 
and word reference materials  

(5 items) 
	

Demonstrate comprehension 
of fictional texts 

(15 items) 
 	

Demonstrate comprehension 
of fictional texts 

(12 items)	

Demonstrate comprehension 
of nonfiction texts  

(17 items)   
 	

Demonstrate comprehension 
of nonfiction texts  

(14 items)	



Emphasis on Nonfiction Reading 
 

EOC Reading SOL	
	

Use word analysis strategies and word reference materials  
(10 items) 

	

Demonstrate comprehension of fictional texts 
(18 items)	

Demonstrate comprehension of nonfiction texts  
(27 items)	



Writing Portfolios 
Document 
Student Growth 

•  Involve students in documenting 
their strengths and weaknesses 
gives them ownership 

 
•  Record writing conferences by 

date and suggestions offered 

•   Record progress made 

•  Students can/should incorporate 
writing from other classes 

•  Focus only on a few corrections at 
a time.  Marking every error is 
overwhelming for students and a 
waste of teacher’s time. 



 
 
 
 

2017 SOL Progression Charts 
Reading 



2017 SOL Crosswalk 
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Understand Scoring 
Key Word to create an account - Virginia 

https://va.scoring.pearsonassessments.com/understandscoring/#  



 
 
 
 

Understand Scoring 



Understanding Scoring 
Opportunity for Teachers to Practice Scoring 



VDOE Updates 
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VDOE Updates 

•  Public comment on the 2017 English Curriculum 
Framework 9/28/17-10/27/19 
EnglishCF2017@doe.virginia.gov 

•  English Crosswalk between 2010 & 2017 is 
posted 

•  Workplace Documents replaces WorkKeys 
Reading for Information substitute test- cut 
scores remain the same 

•  National Day of Writing – October 20 
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TeacherDirect 



QUESTIONS? 
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Virginia Department of Education 

Tracy Fair Robertson 
English Coordinator 

Tracy.Robertson@doe.virginia.gov 
 

Crystal Midlik 
Elementary English Specialist 

Crystal.Midlik@doe.virginia.gov 
 

Denise Fehrenbach 
English Specialist 

Denise.Fehrenbach@doe.virginia.gov 
 

Jill Nogueras 
English/History and Social Science Specialist 

Jill.Nogueras@doe.virginia.gov 
 

Assessment Office 
Student_Assessment@doe.virginia.gov 

 

Contact Information 


